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Luke 14:25-33

Flashback to 1999. My head is in my hands on the desk, and there’s a knock at the door. It’s JoAnn, from the finance office next to mine, and she’s wondering why I didn’t answer the phone when she called my extension. I couldn’t talk. I was crying too hard. You see, Reality had knocked on the door just before JoAnn did.

I had been working for the Catholic schools in Clarksburg for a year, and everything was a struggle. The parents had their own ideas about how to raise funds, and they weren’t interested in mine. Cooperation was nearly non-existent, and I was worried and frustrated, tired of fighting the tide.

This is how naïve I was: I thought that when I started working for his Church, the Lord would clear a path for me. If I had been paying attention, especially to today’s Gospel, at least I would have understood that “easy” and “God’s work” are not synonymous.

Here’s what Jesus says: “If you are attached to family or possessions, and if you don’t carry your cross, don’t try to follow me.” And when he talks about carrying a cross, he doesn’t mean life’s “little problems.” Early Christians took the meaning of carrying a cross literally; the cross meant death. Following Jesus, for them, implied that death could be imminent. Being a disciple was dangerous work.

The work in Clarksburg was impossible. I gave up that day and said the words Jesus longed to hear: “I give up. I can’t do this anymore. You have to do it for me.”

Did the job get any easier? No. It got harder. But it didn’t matter. It wasn’t my problem anymore. Sure, I worried—I’m not that good at letting go—but deep down I knew God was in there somewhere, working all the good and the bad to his purposes. I just had to get out of the way and watch his plan unfold over the next seven years.

Here at St. Pat’s, I have all these big plans for the parish’s new Generations of Faith education model. We no longer will have the Sunday religion classes after Mass. We are following the directive of the Catholic church that “The catechesis (educating) of adults must have high priority at all levels of the Church” (p. 187, National Directory for Catechesis). From the surveys returned, there is support of this model, and I need a team of planners. You would be organizing parish-wide events for every age group—children and adults—that focus on our Catholic faith. If you are interested in working on this exciting new venture, call me this week at 269-1244. I promise the work won’t be easy, but I have this awesome silent partner. 


