9/3/06

So, how do you like the new bulletin? Please send me your comments by email at IrishMessenger@aol.com, grab me after Mass, or give me a call at 269-3048. Remember, it’s a work in progress, so be patient! This space on the front of the bulletin will be used for some thoughts about the Sunday readings or important news about the parish. Keep an eye right here (but not during Father’s homily!!).  Let’s start with a meditation on the Gospel…

Here’s a new word you can take home and impress your friends with today: ablution. It means “a prescribed procedure for cleansing as part of a religious ritual,” and I found it on the Internet when researching hand washing in the Bible. Ablution was what the Pharisees and scribes were talking about in today’s Gospel as they criticized Jesus and the apostles for not washing their hands before eating.

I searched for hand washing because I remember it being mentioned a few times in Scripture. Hand washing turns up in Psalm 96, Exodus, Isaiah, Leviticus, and, the time most memorable to me, when Pilate washed his hands before allowing Jesus to be executed by the Jews (Matthew 27:24).

It’s interesting to me because I’m really conscious about washing my hands. You’ll never see me pet a dog or cat unless I can immediately wash my hands afterwards. Yuck. I never take out my contacts without first lathering up, and one time I avoided a horrible stomach virus that attacked everyone in our house except me. I simply washed my hands before or after I touched anyone or anything during those few days.

Jesus wasn’t so much into ablution as the Pharisees were. As with most of their laws, the Pharisees overdid it. Jesus was more concerned with what was inside the person than what was outside.

Have you noticed all the “washing” that has been going on with the exterior of the church lately?  Layer after layer of dirt has been removed, and now you can see the natural beauty of the stone. It’s gorgeous, isn’t it?

How about what’s inside the church?  Not the walls—I’m talking about all of us. Jesus said that people carry evil in their hearts along with envy, folly, arrogance, blasphemy, malice, greed, deceit, licentiousness, theft, murder, and adultery. I can see a few of those things inside my heart. What are you carrying within yours? Hmmm…maybe it’s time for an “inside” ablution. See you in confession!

