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Luke 16:1-13
A friend once told me that when she won the lottery, she was going to give millions to the local Catholic school. Well, it just so happened that she won a raffle we were having at the school, and I couldn't wait to tell her because I knew the money would be donated back. She was thrilled to hear the news. “Great!” she shrieked. “That will be extra spending money for our Caribbean cruise!” Now, understand this: her family income was in the quarter-million-dollar annually range. Hmmm, I thought, judgmentally, of course, because I tend to be judgmental. If she isn’t going to donate $75, I’m not going to count on those lottery millions either. In fact, today’s reading came to mind: if you don't do the little things, who can trust you with the big things?

Jesus wants us to be shrewd with money, and he want us to use it to build his Kingdom on earth. Hey, don’t worry. I’m not going to talk about giving more in the collection basket. I can’t even convince my husband to do that! No, Jesus isn’t worried about money; but he knows we are. There are about 40 parables in the New Testament, and in nearly one-half of them Jesus talks about money. He thinks the steward who “cooks the books” is pretty creative even though Jesus didn't condone the behavior. He says, “Make friends with ‘dirty money;’ use it to help the poor and needy so that when it’s gone, and believe me, it will be gone sooner or later, you’ll have a home in heaven. Just because you’re one of my followers, you don’t have to be naïve about money. Just use it to build my Kingdom.” 

Jesus knew that the people in his time, and people today, for that matter, use money to measure success, power, and intelligence. He didn’t chastise rich people because they had money. He ragged on them because they lacked character. He didn't judge them for what they had; he judged them for what they gave or didn’t give.

No, dear reader, I’m not going to ask you for money. I’m going to ask you for something much more valuable, according to Jesus. I’m asking you to build his Kingdom.

Last week, I addressed the weekend Masses during the homily about our GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) program and our new VITAL Youth Ministry program. You can read about it in the Irish Messenger newsletter as well. Of course, I want you to volunteer to help—that would be a generous gift of your time. But here’s what I really want you to do…

Pray. Pray for the success of these programs. Pray that the Holy Spirit will bless the work and the workers. If you would simply pray for our parish, it would suffice.

