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This week, the church celebrates Catechetical Sunday and the beginning of our Faith Formation year. That means you will have to drag, I mean, transport your kids to class every Sunday for the next seven months. As a parent, I know exactly what you are facing, and it isn’t easy. Nothing “good” is ever easy, as my mom used to say. But it is important. Why? You are raising the next generation of Catholics, and it is the most important job in the universe.

I read one time that children learn three ways: 

1. Example, 2. Example, and 3. Example.

Your children are looking to you for guidance, and you teach them, not by your words, but by your actions. If you show them that learning about their faith is important to you, it will, in turn, become important to them. You may not see the “fruits of your labor” immediately or maybe even in this lifetime (ohhhh, that’s reassuring!), but we aren’t here to see results. We are here to start the process...God sees the results.

I used to tell my kids: there are only two things I care about—your relationship with God and your education. And I proved it to them by making sure they had a good example at home of daily prayer, grace before meals, reading Scripture, and attending Liturgy as a family. Harry and I made sacrifices in their education, as well, by taking them to Catholic school through high school, even though it meant a 60-mile daily commute. It was worth every minute and every pinched penny it took. I can stand before God on Judgment Day, look him in the eye, and tell him I did the best I could. I pray that both of them will stay faithful to the Catholic Church throughout their lives, but, again, I don’t have control of the results. So far, I like the way they turned out, but one is only 18, and the other one hits the big 2-1 next month. Who knows if all their choices will be good choices? Stay tuned for further developments…

In the meantime, think about making the effort to insure your child’s education in our rich faith. Some wonderful people are volunteering to teach this year:  Becky Moore in pre-kindergarten through first grade, Donna Lake in the First Eucharist class, Rudy Pascasio for third and fourth grades, Rock Garton in fifth and sixth grades, Josh Droppleman in the Confirmation group, and me in 10th through 12th grades. Bless these people with Father Jerry during the commissioning service this Sunday. Each of them responded to my call with a smile and a generous spirit. Their time and talent is appreciated so much!

