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Luke 15:1-32

The three people in today’s Gospel—how dumb are they? The first one is a shepherd, and he leaves all of his sheep to go looking for one lost sheep. He could lose the whole herd! What was he thinking?? And the woman with a lost coin...why was she tearing up the house to search for it? It probably was only a penny. Why waste time over such a small amount? And the forgiving father who threw a party for the son who “was dead and has come to life again,” when he actually was very much alive, having a great time while wasting his father’s money. What’s wrong with these people? They are so foolish!

Or, maybe not…

You hear stories about lost people all the time on the news. Remember the news story last March about a 12-year-old Boy Scout who was found in the wooded mountains of North Carolina after being missing for three days? I bet he was happy the search parties didn’t stop looking for him. You can be sure his parents would not have stopped searching until he was found. Yeah, I know the circumstances are a little different—he wasn’t a sheep, a penny, or a rebellious teenager—but the point is, no matter how foolish it is, if something or someone is valuable to the searcher, he will search forever and rejoice when he, she, or it is found.

That’s how the Lord sees us. We’re worth looking for. We’re worth acting foolish for. We’re worth dying for. Hard to believe, isn’t it? The King of the Universe thought I was worth dying for. I might give you a kidney if I liked you enough, but to die for you? I have a long way to go spiritually before I would even consider that.

God values everyone. No matter what your sin, no matter how bad you think you are, he wants to embrace you and welcome you home. It doesn’t make any difference to him if you have been the most rotten person on the face of the earth—you matter, you’re worth it. Quit thinking your sin can’t be forgiven. That’s a sin of pride—my sin is worse than anybody else’s! You just added one of the seven deadly sins. Even so, you’re still not too bad that God won’t come looking for you.

We sent personal invitations to more than 70 people for the newly formed RCIA class. Thanks to the Spirit, a great group of people is meeting on Thursday nights. It’s not too late to join them. If you or someone you know would like to learn more about the Catholic faith, drop by the Parish Meeting Room at 7 pm next Thursday night. You don’t have to join the Church, but you just might get some of your questions answered. If the Holy Spirit is tugging at your sleeve, why not check it out? 

