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Jesus talks about divorce in today’s Gospel, one day after Harry and I marked our 28th wedding anniversary. Whew! Where did all those years go?? To tell you the truth, though, if the courthouse was open on weekends, we never would have made it.

You see, whenever we would have a serious argument, usually on Friday or Saturday when we were both exhausted from the demands of the week, I would curse the courthouse for being closed. I would silently swear to myself that when Monday came, I would be in the Circuit Clerk’s office first thing, asking for a no-fault divorce form. Nothing was going to stop me this time!

Well, when Monday came, I never had to make the trip because we always had resolved our issues by then. In fact, if we hadn’t made up, it was usually a Monday holiday, and I still couldn’t get into the clerk’s office. With the internet now available, I could have downloaded a form online, of course, but I ignored that option. It was that “cooling off” period that made all the difference.

The United States has a divorce rate of about 50-percent, and the number of people getting married is declining. As society shifts from marriage to cohabitation, there is an increase in family instability. Cohabiting couples have twice the breakup rate of married couples, according to USA Today. Marriage is never easy, and today’s society makes it even more difficult—so many temptations, so few commitments.

Dr. Laura passionately believes in marriage vows lasting a lifetime and says there are only three valid reasons for divorce: adultery, addiction, or abuse. (She also says couples need to affirm each other with affection, admiration, and approval—she’s stuck on the A’s, I guess.) Anyway, there are circumstances when divorce is unavoidable, and the Catholic Church understands that. Divorced Catholics are not excluded from receiving the sacraments. The Catholic Church does not say that divorced people cannot receive the Eucharist. It says that those who are divorced and remarried cannot. If the marriage is annulled, then those involved may again participate fully in the sacraments.

Last week I spoke with a deacon who is specializing in annulments. Rev. Mr. Dennis Nesser is ready and willing to help anyone in the parish who is seeking information about an annulment. He can guide you through the process, step-by-step, and advise you on Church law. He can be reached at 304-343-0554 or at dnesser@dwc.org. Don’t sit in the pew at communion time any longer. Make the call!

