October 29, 2006

Most of the people Jesus healed were anonymous—the blind man, the ten lepers, the man with the withered hand, the deaf man, the demoniac. But, in today’s Gospel, the blind man has a name: Bartimaeus. “Bar” means “son of” in Aramic, and Timao, from the Greek, means “to honor.” So, on the side of the road, begging and sightless, sits the man with a very ironic name, the Son of Honor, his cloak spread out before him. He hears that Jesus is passing by, and he calls out, “Son of David, have pity on me!”

The crowd doesn’t like what is happening and tries to silence Bartimaeus. He is an embarrassment to the crowd; blindness was seen to be a judgment of God on a man’s sin. This sinner has no place in polite society; keep him quiet.

But Bartimaeus keeps right on yelling. This is his chance, and no one is going to take it from him! He needs to attract Jesus’ attention, and Jesus hears him. When Jesus calls to him, the blind man tosses his cloak aside and runs up to the Savior. Beggars used their cloaks to collect coins from passersby, and Bartimaeus left his income behind when he approached Jesus. The same thing happened when Jesus called his apostles—they, too, left everything behind to follow him.

Just as he asked James and John in last week’s reading, Jesus asks Bartimaeus: “What do you want me to do?” The guy is obviously blind—why ask? But Jesus wants us to ask; it’s part of the free will clause. “I want to see,” he tells the Lord. It’s a direct request that leaves no doubt. Jesus responds with the gift of sight. Bartimaeus then “followed him on the way.”

This is a story of persistence, a quality that is vitally important to me. Persistence is what separates winners from losers. Those with persistence refuse to let problems and obstacles discourage them; they forge ahead, sometimes limping, sometimes crawling, but always headed for the goal.

The quote by Calvin Coolidge says it all for me: “Nothing in the world can take the place of Persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will not; the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent.”

Bartimaeus regained his sight because he had three things: faith, a loud voice, and persistence. He asked, and it was given to him. That’s the formula. Use it the next time you talk to your Lord. Success is guaranteed.

