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Luke 18:1-8
What do you think about the judge in this Gospel story? He seems like a real jerk to me. “Neither feared God nor respected any human being.” How arrogant would you have to be to disrespect everyone and think God isn’t worth your precious time? He won’t help the widow, who was one of the most vulnerable people in her society. And wasn’t she feisty? She pestered him and wore him down until the judge finally ruled in her favor.

Jesus told this story to encourage his disciples to “pray always without becoming weary.” I used to read this story over and over because it was proof to me that perseverance pays. My checks even have the Calvin Coolidge quote on them: “Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent.” I’m with you totally, Jesus, and if I need to be that widow, standing before that judge, begging and pleading till he gives in, I’m right there. I’m no quitter.

There’s only one problem with this scenario. I assume that God is the judge. Don’t you? Don’t we always envision God as sitting on the “Throne of Judgment,” with a list of our sins in his hand? You really couldn’t have Judgment Day without a judge, could you? Obviously, God is the judge in this story, and I’m the begging widow!

Fr. Gerry Pierse, C.Ss.R. has another way of looking at this passage. He writes, “Is it not a bit strange to identify God with the unjust judge: to identify God with someone who has no concern for justice? Is it not strange to promote an understanding that petition is answered because of nagging God into action without any concern for the content of the petition itself?”

Fr. Pierse suggests, “We ourselves are the unjust judge who neither fear God nor respect people. We are dominated by our egos and generally looking for what is in it for us. We are really stubborn in our self seeking.

“But God is persistent in his love for us. God is the hound of heaven who wears us down, like the widow, by persistently pursuing us. Eventually, we wield and let God enter our lives and guide us to do the right thing. In this interpretation we see God as persistent in trying to break down our defenses. We see prayer as allowing this pursuing God to enter our lives and challenge us to change our self-destructive behavior.”

He concludes, “To pray continually then and to never lose heart is just to be in an attitude of openness. It is having no predetermined demands to make on God but to be continually ready, alert, and listening to the demands that God may be making on us.”

We never change God with prayer. It changes us.

