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The scribe who asked Jesus in today’s Gospel which was the first, the most important, commandment was very familiar with Jewish laws. Scribes often were respected as teachers and authorities on the law, and this one knew there were 613 laws with many sub-laws. It was kind of like our IRS tax code which has over 60,000 pages. He wanted the Reader’s Digest version.

The scribe didn’t seem to be testing Jesus; he honestly wanted to know what Number 1 was. Like the six-year-old kid in Sunday school when the teacher explained the commandment to honor your father and mother, and then asked, “Is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?” The room went still and silent until the six year old raised his hand and confidently answered, “Thou shall not kill.”

Jesus didn’t pick one of the 613 laws; he didn’t even pick one of the Ten Commandments. In fact, he chose to tell the scribe that two commandments were the most important: love God with your whole heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself.

Let’s take each command individually:

1) love God with your whole heart. To love with your heart makes me think of romantic love, but what Jesus said was your whole heart.   That means there is no room to love money, power, position, or anything that takes attention away from God.

2) with your soul—love him with our spiritual being. It has said we are not human beings having a spiritual experience; we are spiritual beings having a human experience. To love with my soul means to keep constant, conscious contact with God spiritually.

3) with your mind or intellectually. God with his unconditional love is difficult for us to fully comprehend, but he renews our mind (Romans 12:2). Every thought should be of WWJD (what would Jesus do?).

4) with your strength or our physical being. We love God with our whole body by being physically present to him in his temple and by taking care of the temple we call our body.

And then to love your neighbor as yourself—easy to do if his tree isn’t dropping leaves in your yard this week, huh? Can I love the neighbor on the other side of my house? His trees are further from my property line. Gotta love them all. Well, I guess if it was easy to follow those two commandments, we wouldn’t need Hell. 
