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Luke 19:1-10
Last week we heard about the unnamed penitent tax collector, and this week the Gospel talks about his boss, Zaccheus, who St. Luke calls “the chief tax collector.” When Rome occupied Israel in Jesus’ day, they hired Jews to collect Roman taxes. They didn’t care how they did it or how much they charged—the Romans just wanted their share. Some tax collectors built in a little bonus for themselves, and they were universally hated by their fellow Jews because of that. So, when Jesus saw Zach, the number one tax collector, up in the tree and said he was going to have dinner with him that day, the people were surprised. “There he goes again,” they grumbled, “hanging out with sinners!”

But I don’t want to talk about those people today or how short Zaccheus was that he had to climb a tree to see Jesus, or how Jesus ate with sinners. I want to talk about what made Zach change all of a sudden. Listen to this: he told Jesus he was going to give half of everything he owned to the poor and would quadruple anything he “extorted” or stole from anyone. That’s  a lot of stuff and money to give away. Why? What changed him all of a sudden into a sacrificial giver and a repentant man? It’s called conversion.

The same thing happened to St. Paul when he was knocked off his horse and blinded for three days. He went from being a persecutor of Christians to their most prolific missionary. Same thing with St. Augustine, whose  dissolute and immoral lifestyle was destroying him, who heard a sermon by St. Ambrose, opened his Bible to the passage that said, “Give up drinking and sexual excess and put on Christ,” and became one of the most famous Doctors of the Church. I could name saint after saint, but you get the idea. You want some of that conversion stuff? All you need is to be open to it.

Conversion happens when you meet Christ and begin to see the would in a whole new way. You want to die to yourself, rise with happiness, and go forth as his follower. You find yourself wanting to receive the sacrament of reconciliation so that you can be one with your Lord again. You go to communion, anxious to be fed with the only food that truly fills you. You look at others and see Jesus in them. Only then, only after this conversion, do you want to learn more about this mysterious faith. 

Find your conversion with your brothers and sisters in this church. Come to the Advent gathering of the Growing in Faith Together next Saturday night, November 10, in the gym. What have you got to lose? One thing—yourself. To gain? Conversion.

