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Our God is a God of ironies. Sometimes I think he’s up there chuckling at all the ironic things that happen here on earth. Take, for instance, Pilate.

In today’s Gospel, Pilate is asking Jesus if he is a king. The reasons for his questions were: 1) personal curiosity, and 2) to determine the necessity of quelling a public disturbance. As the Roman governor of Judea, Pilate had 3000 soldiers with him in Jerusalem during the Passover to keep the peace. There were many strangers in town, and these high feasts were times when Jewish resentment against Roman rule was the greatest. 

Pilate had a reputation for violence and theft (he used Temple money to build aqueducts in Jerusalem). He was using Judea as a stepping-stone in his career, a stopover on the road to a higher political position when he was summoned back to Rome. Pilate had a lot at stake when Jesus stood before him. The Jews had already reported him once to Rome in another incident. Pilate didn’t want to take the chance of another bad report. He wanted fame and fortune.

He got it, all right. Every time we say the Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ Creed, we remember him: “For our sake, (Jesus) was crucified under Pontius Pilate” and “(Jesus) suffered under Pontius Pilate.” While permitting the crucifixion of an innocent man, he allows a guilty man, Barabbas, to go free. And, in trying to pacify the Jews, he adds a sign to Jesus’ cross to identify “The King of the Jews,” inciting the Jews even more! Quite ironic, wouldn’t you say?

We don't know what happened to Pilate after the crucifixion. Some accounts say he was called back to Rome to answer charges against him for errant behavior; others say he committed suicide because of remorse over Christ’s execution; and still others say he became a Christian and died a martyr.

We do know what happened to Jesus after his encounter with Pilate:  he went on to claim the kingdom “that does not belong to this world.” He sits at God’s right hand, having freed us from darkness.

Today’s second reading proclaims Jesus’ kingship in beautiful language: “To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, who has made us into a kingdom, priests for his God and Father, to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.” 

And the irony of it is, Jesus shunned all power on earth, refusing to admit he was a king, and in the end, he became “the firstborn of the dead and ruler of the kings of the earth.” 


