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You won’t find many people who like change, especially a change in everyday routine. No matter what I suggested to our children, if it was out of their ordinary routine, they wanted nothing to do with it. 

“We’re going to DisneyWorld!” I would announce enthusiastically. “No,” they would reply. Now, who doesn't want to go to DisneyWorld? I would sit down with them, my stack of parenting books beside me, all open to the “children and choices” chapter, and try to convince them that going on vacation would be a good thing. With 45,000 visitors each day, DisneyWorld had to be fun, right? No, not for them. They crossed their arms and refused to go.

But we went. Nine times. And they loved it, every time.

Today’s Gospel is about change. Jesus wants us to notice the signs of change around us and be prepared. He doesn't say we have to love change, but he assures us that change is coming. Change is the only inevitable, guaranteed, constant thing in our lives. Being ready makes good sense.

There are three changes coming up that you are going to notice in a few weeks. One is the new Journeysongs worship aid. Starting on the First Sunday of Advent, December 2-3, we will be using the combination Order of the Mass and hymnal. There are more than 800 songs included in the book, and the organists are learning new music, as will we, as time progresses.

Another change is the way we are going to offer adult catechesis or knowledge about the Catholic faith. In the past, most church-sponsored workshops or seminars have had low attendance. Your responses to the recent parish surveys have indicated that you prefer smaller groups for adult catechesis. To that end, small faith communities are being formed to meet in homes or group-chosen locations on a weekly or monthly basis to learn more about God, to share their faith, and to walk their faith journey together.

Would you like to be involved? Learn more about starting a small faith community at a workshop set for Friday, January 19, and Saturday, January 20. This seminar in the school cafeteria is for leaders who will form groups. Contact me at Irish Messenger@aol.com, call me at 269-3048, or look for a brochure in the vestibule.

And finally, Catholic parents of St. Patrick School students will be asked to live up to their commitment to full and active participation in the Liturgy with their children. In January each family will be required to have a signed agreement from the pastor that says they are active members of the parish. Watch your mail for details.

It’s an exciting time at St. Patrick Church!

