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John 8:1-11

Why did the Scribes and Pharisees drag that woman before Jesus in today’s Gospel? He wasn’t a judge. He was minding his own business, doing what he loved to do—teach—and here comes this angry crowd, ready to catch him in a trap. “The law says we must stone this woman—she was caught in the act of adultery! What do you say?” They were positive it was a no-win situation for this thorn in their side. If Jesus said, “Sure, stone her,” that proved he wasn’t as compassionate and merciful as he claimed to be, and he would be breaking the Roman rule that said the Jews themselves could not carry out capital punishment. If he said, “Aw, let her go,” then he was ignoring the Law of Moses. They had him this time!

The problem was that Jesus knew the Law better than this woman’s accusers did. Here’s where the accusers went wrong: 1) They broke the law as soon as they brought an “unclean” woman into the Temple area; 2) The law they were referring to actually said they had to bring both of the sinful parties to judgment. Where was the man in this case? Adultery always takes two. If the accusers truly wanted to follow the law, they would have to let the woman go in this case since they only had one of the sinning pair; 3) Unless they, themselves, were the witnesses to the adultery, they were violating the law by conducting a trial without the required two witnesses; 4) Stoning someone within the Temple precincts would be never be permitted. So, these guys had no interest in “justice.” They were using this woman as an object and may have just set the whole thing up with her partner. All they wanted to do was to ambush Jesus.

As he did with every other trap they set, Jesus turned the tables on them. "Fair enough, let’s stone her. But we have to do it the right way. One of the witnesses has to throw the first stone. So who among you is the one who witnessed this crime, but brought only the woman, not the man? Who is the one without sin?" Jesus is very clear—whoever the witness is, he is as guilty as the woman because of his hypocrisy.

Jesus knew he was the only one without sin, and he did not witness the adultery, so he wasn’t eligible. Neither was anyone else in the crowd. One by one they left in shame, leaving the woman alone with Jesus. He didn’t stone her, didn’t even reprimand her. He challenges her: “No more sins!” Think she did listened?

I read a great quote the other day: “Every saint has a past, and every sinner has a future.” Just in case you’re not on the fast track to heaven, there’s a penance service Tuesday night at 7 o’clock. See you there!

