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Luke 11:1-13

When the disciples ask Jesus to teach them to pray, he doesn’t respond with just a few words. You can tell he was really interested in the subject—in fact, he had just finished praying when the disciples approached him. Jesus answered not only with a perfect formula of what to say but also with how often (persistently) and with what demeanor (confidence).

Did you notice that prayer isn’t passive? Jesus said we have to ask, seek, and knock before anything happens. The only thing he doesn’t lay out is how long it’s going to take to get the prayers answered.

I’ve been praying for the same thing for the past 25 years. No answer yet. Should I give up? Say “Forget it, Lord. I’m wasting my time and your time.” Should I keep praying? Or maybe the prayer has been answered, but not in the way I expected it to be. Wouldn’t that be a kick in the pants?

Once I asked my spiritual director this question: If God already knows what I need, why should I ask for specific things? If I truly want his will to be done in my life, shouldn’t I just pray for his will to be done and forget the petty stuff? He said to try it both ways, so I did. I got the most peace from my prayers when I just said, “God, you know what I need, so...whatever.” Plus, it took a lot less time than reciting a laundry list of petitions!

I read about a woman whose granddaughter was diagnosed with cancer and was desperately ill. She began to pray with great fervor and enlisted the prayers of all of her friends and their friends. Within a few days, hundreds of people were praying for the little girl. The grandmother’s prayers were passionate and constant, as were the prayers of the others, but the child died. The woman was, of course, devastated and inconsolable. She questioned how God could not have heard the prayers of so many to restore the child to health. Then she came to a realization.

“I thought that if I prayed hard, that God would hear me, and I prayed harder than I had ever prayed in my life. But, I now I realize that I didn’t need to pray harder. I needed to pray with faith.”

Prayer is not magic. It’s a conversation between you and your God. Novenas, rosaries, getting on your knees, looking upward, keeping a special medal in your pocket—none of that is really necessary. But, hey, I do all that stuff, just in case. I don’t want to take any chances when it comes to prayer. Really, all I need is three things: to ask, to seek, and to knock. Oh, yeah, one more thing...faith. 

