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This Gospel reading is like the peanut butter between two pieces of bread—it’s the middle part that tastes good by itself but is much better in a sandwich. The first part of the story is when Jesus was in the desert for 40 days, and the last part is what the townspeople do to him after he tells them he is the fulfillment of the Scripture from Isaiah. There are two sentences in this “peanut butter” part that I want you to notice: “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit,” and “He...went according to his custom into the synagogue on the Sabbath day.”

Jesus has just told the Devil to take a hike after being tempted three times during his desert experience. You know how that feels, don’t you? You did the right thing or kicked some nasty habit, and you just know your picture is on God’s refrigerator, and he’s got your name written on that “Definitely Going to Heaven” list. You are, in Luke’s words, “in the power of the Spirit.” There is no more powerful feeling on earth. It’s a peace that Paul says surpasses all understanding, and it is worth whatever you did to get it. That same power of the Spirit was here at St. Pat’s earlier this week when 40 people from this parish met to plan for their church’s future. You could feel the energy in the room as the Spirit moved people to discover creative ways to strengthen God’s kingdom in their community. The laughter, the positive vibe in the group—they left with the power of the Spirit in their very soul, knowing that they made a difference. I felt it, and I know others did as well. You could see it in their faces, in the way they walked out of the building. The power of the Holy Spirit is the only power that matters.

The second phrase notes that Jesus went to the synagogue “according to his custom.” Luke wants us to know that Jesus was a faithful follower of Judaism who took his Sabbath obligation seriously. Jesus was a pious man who learned about his faith from his parents. He worshipped with him and attended festivals and religious events with them.

At St. Patrick School, all Catholic parents are being required get Father Jerry’s signature to certify their full and active participation in the church. To be sure, this requirement didn’t make every parent jump for joy. In fact, some were rather upset about it.

But attending Mass as a family is no less than what Jesus, Joseph, and Mary taught us 2000 years ago. Jesus’ parents made their faith a priority in their lives, teaching him to make weekly synagogue visits “his custom.” And just look at how well their kid turned out!

