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Luke 4:1-13

The devil offers Jesus three things in today’s Gospel: food, power, and insistence on God’s protection. Let’s look at each one and see what Jesus did.

Food:  Forty days without food—Jesus was definitely hungry, and bread probably sounded pretty good, even if it was high in carbs. Think about it:  Jesus lived in a subsistence economy. People didn’t store food. They ate what they planted, and if the harvest was sparse, they went hungry. And most of the people Jesus associated with were poor, so they were nearly always hungry. It’s hard for us to understand hunger when our refrigerators are full, the grocery store is minutes away, and fast food is available 24/7. Wouldn’t hurt us a bit to miss a meal. Jesus just missed 120 meals, and Satan was there to remind him. At any time during those 40 days, Jesus could have turned stones, twigs, whatever, into bread, but he chose to use his powers to help others, not himself. “Nah,” Jesus says to the devil, “I’ll be hungry again tomorrow if I depend on your food. I’d rather depend on my Father.”

Power:  Showing Jesus all the kingdoms of the world, Satan said, “These are mine to give. Worship me, and I will give them to you.” Um, that’s scary, isn’t it? All worldly kingdoms belong to Satan? Never mind; I don’t want to be queen anymore. But Jesus—just think how much good he would be able to do if he accepted Satan’s offer! He could free Israel from Roman rule, restore the local government, abolish the corrupt tax system. “Nah,” Jesus says to the devil, “God rules, not me. You keep the world’s kingdoms.”

Insistence on God’s Protection: “God will protect you if you throw yourself off this temple,” the devil urges Jesus. “Try it!” Jesus answered, “Nah, I’m not going to jump. I won’t put God to the test.” What does it mean to test God? Tests are for people who doubt. “If you heal my mother of cancer, I will know you are God,” we pray. “If you let me win the lottery, I’ll know you care about me,” we pray. And what if mom dies and we’re still in debt after the latest PowerBall drawing? Does that mean God isn’t God or that he doesn’t care? No, it just means we gave him a test that he didn’t care to participate in. He’s not playing that game with us.

In every one of these temptations, Jesus responded with Scripture verses. The first line in the Gospel tells us why: “Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan.” He didn’t need to think of answers on his own—the Holy Spirit answered for him. Ask the Spirit to answer for you the next time you’re tempted. He’s waiting.

