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You just never know how kids are going to turn out, do you? I’m thinking of Zechariah and Elizabeth and their only son, John, who is introduced to us in today’s Gospel. I wonder what they thought of their boy.

Zechariah and Elizabeth must have been prominent members of their community. The only blight on their reputation was that they had no children which was viewed, in those times, as a punishment from God. Elizabeth was from the family of Aaron (Moses’ brother) and Zechariah was a priest who served in the Temple for a week twice a year. In fact, he was in the Temple when the same angel who was going to appear to Mary appeared to him. Gabriel told him that Elizabeth was going to have a baby. Wary, Zechariah questioned the angel: “How is this going to happen? We’re old!”

Because of his doubt, Zechariah was struck dumb. So here is Elizabeth, finally pregnant, probably hormonal,  with no one to talk to for the next nine months. Well, there is no doubt she talked, but there sure wasn’t any answer coming from her husband. Talk about being the “strong, silent type”! No wonder she was thrilled to see her cousin Mary coming up the road!

After years and waiting for a child, Zechariah and Elizabeth have their little boy. What a miracle for the old couple! And when he holds his son in his arms for the first time, Zechariah, who regains his speech, praises God for the child who will carry on the family name, who will take care of his mother should she be widowed, and who will maybe even become a priest like his father! What joy they must have felt! What hopes they had for their boy!

But John didn’t exactly turn out the way his parents expected. He wore clothing made of camel's hair and had a leather belt around his waist. He ate wild honey and insects way before they became popular fare on reality television. He lived in the desert, not the temple. And, worst of all, he shouted at total strangers, “Repent!’ He called the Pharisees and Sadducees a “brood of vipers.” These people may have been his father’s friends! If they were still alive, John’s parents probably were mortified.

Not Jesus. He walked right up to his cousin and asked to be baptized like the rest of John’s followers. The cousin he mostly likely played with when he was little. And what does Jesus say about John? “Among those born of women there has been none greater than John the Baptist.” No greater man ever born on earth. No one greater...ever.

So if you’re worrying about your kids, relax. God never lets us see the whole picture, but we may live to see a few pieces of the puzzle. But, if we trust God and are good examples for them, it always turns out all right (Romans 8:28). In the words of my son’s license plate, “Just chill.”


