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Luke 12:13-21
In today’s parable about the “Rich Fool,” Jesus is warning us about being greedy, about storing up riches, and not being “rich in what matters to God.” What’s so wrong about storing up wealth? Don’t we do that with our retirement accounts and IRA’s? Isn’t that what financial goals are about? There are investment consultants on just about every street corner. Doesn’t God want us to feel secure about our future?

Bottom line: Jesus is telling us that money doesn’t give us security. A close friend, a self-made millionaire, believes in the “four illusions of wealth” outlined in the book The Man in the Mirror. These money myths are:

“As soon as I get this raise (or new job, credit limit increase, inheritance), I will have enough money to cover my expenses.” Money does not satisfy because you never have enough. No matter what the amount of your paycheck, you could always use a few more dollars, couldn’t you? You’ve heard about having too much month left at the end of your money. 

“When I have money, I’ll have more friends.” Nope. Wrong. When you have more money, you have more resentment from friends. Just ask anyone who has won the lottery. They get friends and “relatives” coming out of the woodwork and all of them want a piece of the pie.

“When I have money, I will have less stress.” The opposite is true: when you have more money, you worry about your money. Is it invested the right way? Can I trust my financial advisors? Can I trust anyone? The problems seem more serious because you have more to lose.

“As soon as I have money, I can relax.” Ask the Rich Fool about this myth. He was dead the day after he filled up his barns. You can never relax because the money could disappear with some bad investments, irresponsible spending, or simply because money comes and money goes.

My friend’s philosophy about money is this: “The goal is to be rich in good works and give happily to those in need, always ready to share with others. I want to store my treasures in Heaven; it is the only safe investment for eternity! Where your treasure is, there your heart and thoughts will also be.”

And here’s another way to put it, found on the internet: Money is like manure—spread it around, and it does some good. Pile it up in one place, and it stinks like heck!


