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John 20:1-9

Do you believe in the Resurrection? At first, Mary of Magdala didn’t. In today’s Gospel, she ran to Peter and John, sure that grave robbers had taken Jesus’ body. Who would want to steal a carpenter-turned-itinerant-preacher’s body? But, he was gone, and there could be no other explanation in her mind. Unless...resurrection as he said? It would be beyond anyone’s belief!

John, “the other disciple whom Jesus loved,” outran Peter and got to the tomb first. The Scripture says he, “saw and believed.” Why didn't Mary and Peter “get it” as quickly as John did? The Scripture gives us a hint: he was the disciple “whom Jesus loved.” In the Gospel of John, Jesus always reveals himself to those he loves. Those who abandoned him in his time of suffering were the last to comprehend his resurrection. John was at the foot of the cross till the end, and Jesus rewarded him with being the first to understand at the tomb.

Another cool thing about the disciples at the tomb—according to Jewish law, there had to be two male witnesses to verify each case. Both John and Peter could testify to the empty tomb, and their word could not be disputed. The vacant tomb was proof of a resurrection.

And this definitely was a resurrection. This wasn’t a resuscitation. There was no one around to cause Jesus to return from death, as he was there to raise Lazarus from the dead. Jesus didn’t cause a miracle. In this case, Jesus was the miracle.

Once, I watched magician David Copperfield make a dining car from the Orient Express disappear on television. Can you imagine?? I was fascinated and, of course, went on the internet to see how he did it. There were actually two stages, and everyone in the set was “in” on the trick. The camera simply moved from the set with the train on it to an identical empty set a few feet down the road. Abracadabra! Train gone!

The was no magic on that first Easter. Only confusion for two of the three people at the tomb. How did John know his Savior had risen? He knew by faith. He believed because he trusted his Lord.

I, too, am doing my best to trust in the Lord. What do I know about being a pastoral associate? My degree is in journalism. Yet everything that has happened to me in my life, everything I have learned so far has prepared me for this moment. I trust that God’s work will be done through me, that his Holy Spirit is working in each one of you, bringing his kingdom to St. Pat’s. I pray for it constantly, that your hearts with burn with the Spirit’s fire.

Has your heart been feeling warmer lately? It will!

