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John 10:27-30 

Good Shepherd Sunday—that’s what they call today, and the Gospel focuses on Jesus as the Good Shepherd. So what does that make us? Sheep? Who wants to be dumb, blindly following sheep? I found a story on the internet where some sheepherders stopped for lunch and left their herds nearby. One sheep walked to the edge of a cliff and casually stepped off. 900 sheep followed. The last few weren’t killed because the stack of sheep was so high, they didn’t have far to fall and landed softly on top of the others. No, I don’t want to be a sheep. I want to be the shepherd! However, in his wisdom, God hasn’t offered me that job yet. Smart guy, that God.

Actually, this Good Shepherd analogy isn’t as much about the sheep as it is about the shepherd himself. If we have Jesus as our shepherd, we feel cared for, secure, protected. But is Jesus always our shepherd? At times, I’m stepping over the cliff, following some other sheep. Sometimes I’m struggling to forge my own path, thinking that my idea will take me places, but those bright ideas ultimately lead to nowhere.

Author David Foster Wallace gave a commencement speech at Kenyon College in 2005, saying, “If you worship money and things, if they are where you tap real meaning in life, then you will never have enough, never feel you have enough. Worship your body and beauty and sexual allure, and you will always feel ugly. And when time and age start showing, you will die a million deaths before they finally grieve you. Worship power, and you will end up feeling weak and afraid, and you will need ever more power over others to numb you to your own fear. Worship your intellect, being seen as smart, and you will end up feeling stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being found out.”

Foster adds, “You get to decide what to worship. And the compelling reason for maybe choosing some sort of god or spiritual-type thing to worship—be it JC or Allah, be it YHWH or the Wiccan Mother Goddess, or the Four Noble Truths, or some inviolable set of ethical principles—is that pretty much anything else you worship will eat you alive.”

Which shepherd you are following? Money? Looks? Power? Intellect? Each one of those things will, in Foster’s words, “eat you alive.” Each one is the “wolf” that the Good Shepherd is protecting us from. Each one isn’t sinful in and of itself. It’s when we choose to follow them instead of the Good Shepherd that we make the fatal mistake That’s when we fall off the cliff behind the other sheep. Remember, there’s only one real shepherd.

