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John 21:1-19
The apostles have been holed up in that locked room for days, thinking about recent events and fearful about their future. After Jesus appeared to them twice, they got enough courage to leave the room and return to something very familiar to them—fishing. It may have been to relieve the stress of all they had been through in the past couple of weeks or maybe they were hungry.

Jesus appears on the shore, and, once again, the “disciple whom Jesus loved” is the first to recognize him. Peter jumps into the water, trying to get to shore before the others. After their simple breakfast of bread and fish, Jesus confronts the man who swore he would die with him but then denied him three times and ran away.

As if to redeem Peter from the three denials, Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves him. Each time, Jesus asks him to feed or tend his lambs and sheep. He put Peter in charge of his church on earth. Think about that.

Peter—the brash and impulsive fisherman who was too scared to tell a woman that he knew Jesus. Peter—who lost faith while walking on the water and started sinking, screaming for Jesus to save him. Peter—the one to whom Jesus said “Get behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do." Peter—who kept falling asleep at the worst times—the Transfiguration and the Agony in the Garden. This is the same Peter that Jesus chose to lead his ministry on earth. What was he thinking??

Have you ever heard this: “Jesus doesn’t call the qualified; he qualifies the called”? I want you to think about all the ministries we have at St. Pat’s: your parish leaders in pastoral, finance, or school advisory councils, the musicians, the people who make out the schedules, the people on the strategic planning committees for the church and school, the lectors, Eucharistic ministers to the sick and at the liturgies, the religious education teachers, your very own pastoral associate. Do you think any one of us, except Father Jerry and Sister Eileen, are qualified? I can’t speak for the others, but I know I’m not (but don’t tell Father because I really like this job).

If you have been hearing the whispers of the Holy Spirit that you should be doing something to help your church, whether it is to be a religion teacher on Sunday or sing as a cantor, but you think you’re not qualified, stop right there! If Jesus can take his worst follower and make him into the first Pope, he can turn you into a catechist or a song leader. The last thing you want to do is dismiss the Holy Spirit. You’ll be the one dismissed in the end. What are you waiting for?
