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Luke 22:14-23:56

Today’s Gospel is long, so let’s focus on one verse (and since I’m writing this, I get to pick the verse!): “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep instead for yourselves and your children.”

Jesus spoke these words to women who were not among his regular entourage. His disciples were hanging back, waaaaay back, fearful of what was happening and afraid they were going to get arrested. These women were following him, sympathetic to this horrible scene of the scourged and bloody Jesus, trudging up the hill to Calvary. And they weren’t quietly crying—they “mourned and lamented him.” That means they were boo-hooing loudly and wailing, beating their breasts.

Jesus was never disrespectful to women, and he wasn’t being rude to these concerned, by-standers. He was warning them, making a prediction that would take 40 years to come to pass—the destruction of Jerusalem.

The Jewish War, 66 AD to 70 AD, resulted in the deaths of 1.3-million Jews and the Egyptian exile and slavery of 97,000 more. Josephus, a Jewish historian, describes how a starving woman in Jerusalem, under siege by the Romans, killed, roasted, and ate her own child. The Romans set fire to all the houses where Jews were hiding, and fire eventually spread to the Temple. Then a massacre began that caused so much bloodshed in the streets that some of the fires were actually extinguished by the blood. Only one wall of the Temple remained, now referred to as the Wailing Wall. It was a bitter war, a total humiliation of the Jewish people.

I think what Jesus was trying to tell the weeping women and us, as well, is that, while it’s fine to be compassionate, it would be better to concentrate on what’s going on at home. Remember when Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta was alive? People would come from all over the world, trying to work with her in her ministry to the poorest of the poor, the sick, and the dying. She would tell them that their help was needed in their own land, sending them home to take care of those close to them. She said, “Spread love everywhere you go: first of all in your own house. Give love to your children, to your wife or husband, to a next door neighbor. Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. Be the living expression of God's kindness: kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile, kindness in your warm greeting.”

Today is the beginning of Holy Week, the final days of Lent. Take the time to look around your home. Does someone close by need your compassion and kindness?

