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John 16:12-15

Because of my journalism background, I am often asked to edit letters or reports family or friends have written. Probably about once a month, one of my boys will email me a paper from a college class to read/edit. Last semester, Andrew had to write a 12-page report for business class about his strengths and weaknesses.

I snickered the entire time I was reading it. He wrote about stuff I had been telling him for the past 21 years: be aware of your non-verbals; the main thing people want is to be understood; emotional intelligence is more important than intellectual intelligence; stop trying to control other people—it’s hard enough to control yourself; accept the things you cannot change; breathe; routines don’t confine you, they set you free; change is the only constant in life; ask for help when you need it; criticism only helps you improve. If you think I enjoy preaching in this little bulletin space, you should have heard me when those boys were growing up! They were a blank canvas! Just about everything he wrote in the paper was advice or information I had given him. Of course, he probably would never admit that! They were all his ideas, and, the coup is that I taught him to believe that as well! So, in other words, he really had been listening all those years.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus explains a similar concept to his disciples. As he leaves them to carry on, Jesus assures them that the “Spirit of truth” will guide them. This Spirit, the fiery power given to us last week at Pentecost, “will not speak on his own.” In fact, Paul says in Romans 8:26 that the Spirit speaks with “inexpressible groanings,” so we couldn’t understand him anyway. Jesus says the Spirit will take Jesus’ words and repeat them, and, since everything Jesus has is from the Father, they are the Father’s words. Jesus is declaring the unity of the three: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The mystery of the Trinity, the solemnity we celebrate today.

Once again, Jesus is reassuring his followers that he isn’t leaving them alone. All his words will come back to them through the Spirit, just as my words came back to Andrew. This guidance from the Holy Spirit is, in my opinion, is the greatest gift I could ever receive.

If you ask him, the Holy Spirit will join all your conversations. Most of the time, when I am talking to someone, my mind is praying in the background, “Help me, Spirit; tell me what to say,” especially if it’s an important conversation that I’m nervous about. At times, he just tells me to shut up, but in a nice way.

My family sure does like those times.

