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Luke 1:57-66, 80

Okay, class, get ready for a pop quiz. One question: What does God desire above everything else? 

a) obedience

b) obedience

c) obedience

d) all of the above

If you chose a, b, c, or d, you get an A+! I’m so proud of you! You probably knew the answer because of today’s Gospel. Elizabeth and Zechariah were very obedient to what God asked of them, and they didn’t care one bit what their neighbors thought.

A couple of verses before this passage says, “(Elizabeth and Zechariah) were righteous in the eyes of God, observing all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blamelessly.” In this instance, “blamelessly” means “perfectly.” What a magnificent thing to say about somebody! They followed all the rules perfectly. That’s what is so ironic about their situation.

This faithful couple wanted desperately to have children but could not. Children were a sign of God’s favor in ancient times, and here were Elizabeth and Zechariah who, of all people, should have God’s favor. They did all the right things. Why didn’t the Lord bless them and give them the one thing they wanted so much?

Well, God did grant their prayer. Maybe he waited so long because he was fashioning the greatest person 
“among those born of women.” That’s what Jesus, his cousin, called John the Baptist in Luke 7:28. Maybe God took his time about answering their prayer because he was timing John’s birth to coincide with the birth of Jesus. Whatever the reason, God did give Elizabeth and Zechariah a miracle—their son, John.

That’s why God desires obedience . “When you are as simple as a child and obedient, your Father in heaven can and will work miracles for you and through you,” says Thomas Rutkoski, a Catholic evangelist. Think about it: God wants to work miracles for you and through you, but he won’t...until you cooperate. He wants you to be a partner in these miracles.

What kind of miracles are we talking about here? It can be a healing from disease or an addiction. Or the split second reaction that kept you from having a car accident. Or the return of an errant child. Or no longer feeling anger for a wrong done to you. Or finding a good hair stylist (hey, sometimes it takes a miracle!).

The next time you’re trying to think of how you can please God, it’s not in the praising, or the number of rosaries, or the singing, or the good works. Just obey.

