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Matthew 21:28-32

Jesus is tricky with this Gospel today. He tells about two sons: one tells his father “No, I will not work in the vineyard” then goes to work later. The other says “Sure,” but never follows through. Which one (here’s the tricky part) “did the father’s request,” asks Jesus. The Jewish leaders reply, “The first son.”

Jesus didn’t say “Which son did the right thing morally?” because the answer would have been the second son. The first son sassed his father when he said “No,” and that was a terrible sin in the Jewish culture at that time. It was better to say “Yes” and lie about working than to dishonor your father by saying “No.” So, Jesus is backing these people into a corner by forcing them to answer the question they weren’t expecting. The first son is the “good” son in this case.

Then Jesus throws them another loop: “Guess what? Tax collectors and prostitutes are going to heaven before you are.” He sure knows how to make enemies! These people think because they’re following all the rules that they have one foot in heaven. Thing is, they made the rules, and they want God to follow them! Uh, it’s the other way around, guys. God gets to make up his own rules because, well, he’s God! Get over yourself!

Jesus isn’t emphasizing the moral qualities of either son in his story; nor is he talking about the morality of the tax collectors and prostitutes, who, by the way, were the lowest of the low, the bottom feeders, in those days. He wants to spotlight the work. The father, of course, is God. He asks the sons to “work in the vineyard,” just as he asks us to work to build his Kingdom on earth.

Last week, Father McSweeney talked to you about what you are doing to build up your parish, St. Pat’s. In his homily, he said that some parishioners go to Mass, which is a good thing, but that’s all. Going to Mass is commendable, but it’s the minimum, Father said. If that is the most we are doing, maybe it’s time to rethink what our God is asking of us.

Do you have a nice reading voice? There’s a lector spot open for you. Do you love receiving the Eucharist? Well, how about becoming a Eucharistic Minister. Can you carry a tune? Sing in the choir or be a cantor! Are you a good leader or facilitator? We need you in the GIFT program. Can you cook, defrost, or order food? The meal committee for GIFT can use you! Are you ordering scrip for your monthly prescriptions?

If we don’t push ourselves out of the comfort zone, we will lead boring lives. Jesus died so that we may “live abundantly”! Don’t let him have died in vain! Push!

