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Feast of Sts. Peter & Paul, Year A


Matthew 16:13-19
The cold and stuffiness went on for about three weeks before I finally went to the doctor. My left ear was blocked, and it was impairing my hearing as well as driving me crazy—I’m glad my heart is beating, but hearing the sound of Indian drums in the distance was distracting, to say the least.

The first round of antibiotic and decongestant didn’t work. I still couldn’t hear (except for the tom-toms), and the doc called in a second prescription and a different decongestant. I wasn’t hopeful.

Four days later, I was sitting in a classroom in Charleston, concentrating on the instructor, and I noticed my ear wasn’t blocked anymore. No pounding heartbeats. No stuffiness. Gone. When did that happen? How long had it been clear? It was so gradual, I hadn’t even noticed.

Today Jesus asks his disciples, “Who do you say I am,” and Peter doesn’t hesitate to answer. “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Just a few verses before that, he was sinking in the Sea of Galilee after being unsuccessful at walking on water. His faith was weak, and he was slow in understanding just who his friend Jesus was. But this time he’s like the student who knows the answer, and his hand is up in the air, trying to get the teacher’s attention, practically jumping out of his desk with excitement. “You are the Son of God!”

It’s the right answer, and Peter came to the realization gradually, just like being able to hear after a long treatment. He did not even know it was happening. One day, he was nearly drowning; suddenly Peter realizes that he’s talking to the Son of the Living God! 

Jesus tells him that he only way Peter knew that Jesus was God’s son was through divine revelation. And then he rewards this fisherman with the keys to heaven.

What is your answer when you look at that cross above the tabernacle? Who is this man who opened up his heart, his arms, his soul to you? Who do you say he is?

The right answer won’t get you an “A” in class.  If you have listened to the Holy Spirit and have believed with your heart and “confess with your mouth” that Jesus is the Lord (Romans 10:10), you may just add that “heaven” key to your key ring.


