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John 3:16-18

John 3:16. You’ve seen this Scripture reference before on signs at football games or wrestling matches, on billboards, from television evangelists. The familiarity of the verse, which is part of today’s Gospel, may have desensitized us to its true message. Let’s take a look it as a whole:

“For God so loved the world that he gave us his only son so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but will have eternal life.” Now, one line at a time…

“God so loved the world…” Why does God love us? If he knows everything, doesn’t he know the truth about us? He would know how weak we are, how many times we have failed. he would know the secrets we have, the mortal sins that would make a priest blush. He couldn’t possibly love us!

but he does. Think of it this way—you have planted a garden. You water and weed, tending the garden until, finally, you have vegetables for your table. You are so proud! Sure, there are bugs and fungi in the soil, and birds struggling to get there first. you love that tomato, even if it isn’t perfectly round or has a black spot on it. You love your imperfect spouse or rotten kid. You love what you creat. God loves you because he created you. Period. Don’t argue with him. He’ll win.

“He gave his only Son…” What a generous God we have! It takes a saintly, selfless person to be happy about “loaning” a child to serve in the combat zone. It’s true love to offer an only child’s life.

And why does god offer his son’s life? So that we may live, he tells us, eternally with him. God, the Son, dies. We live. Quite an uneven exchange, huh? But somehow, God allows it and all in the name of love.

What would you do for love? Would you die? Would you send your child to die? It’s hard to wrap our minds around that kind of deep, unselfish love, And, yet, it’s there for us 24-7. Free. Don’t you love that word “free”? It can mean “no charge” or “no slavery.” Either way, we win.

So, the next time you see John 3:16, instead of rolling your eyes, thinking it’s the most overused verse in the Bible, remember that its basis is simply this: Love. God loves you. You can’t hear that enough.

 


