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Ascension of the Lord, Year A


Acts 1:1-22 & Matthew 28:16-20

Today we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord, and the first reading and the Gospel tell the Ascension story. The Gospel reiterates Jesus’ last words to his disciples: “I’m leaving now; don’t worry, I’m sending you the Holy Spirit to guide you; teach everyone about me.” Acts says, “They were looking intently at the sky” when two men dressed in white showed up and asked them, “Why are you standing there? Jesus went up to heaven, and he’s coming back the same way.” They imply that it’s time to take action, to do what Jesus directed them to do—make disciples of all nations, baptize them, teach them all that I have taught you.”

This how the disciples listened to Jesus: they went back to the room where they were hiding out, locked the doors, prayed, and waited. The only “action” that even resembled any of Jesus’ commands was the “pray” part. They didn’t bust out and start teaching or preaching to anyone. Fear kept them unable to follow anyone’s commands.

But we know the rest of the story, don’t we? The Holy Spirit breathed on them (next week we celebrate that feast, Pentecost), and they were filled with the Spirit’s fire and enthusiasm. No power on earth could have kept them in that room.

We have a lot to do at St. Pat’s, but if we’re satisfied with the status quo, no power on earth is going to move us out of our locked room. We want more people to initiate and join small faith communities, the proven way to get closer to God and his Church. We want people to be involved in the GIFT program, an education effort for adults and families. Such intergenerational programs strengthen families and help adults become more confident in their knowledge of the faith. We want people to be involved in youth ministry.  Young people need to learn about the Catholic way of life from adults who can mentor them.

Here is the same question asked of the disciples only this time it’s for you: Why are you standing there looking up at the sky? It’s time to take action! How many disciples have you made? Who have you led to baptism? Have you taught anyone about Jesus? We have a lot to do, and Jesus is coming back to check on our progress! Hurry, look busy! Call me when the Holy Spirit breathes on you!

 

