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John 14:15-21

In this Gospel, Jesus tells us, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” And he says it again a couple of lines later, “Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me.” When Jesus doubles up on a statement, that’s when you know it’s important to him.

Just what are these commandments? You most likely could name all ten of them, but those aren’t the ones Jesus is talking about. He named only two commandments whenever he mentioned them: love God, and love your neighbor as yourself. To prove we love Jesus, we love God and our neighbor.

You’ve tried loving that neighbor thing, haven’t you? We’re pretty good at loving ourselves, but our neighbor? Not so much.

Rev. Richard Fairchild says it this way: “To love as Jesus loves means quite simply that we will forgive others the pain that they cause us; that we will reach to bless those who seem indifferent to us, even hostile towards us; that we will care even when we do not feel cared for; that we will pray for others and seek the best for them, even when they seem bound to betray us, as Judas betrayed Jesus. To love someone else as Jesus loves us does not require that we understand them;    nor does it require that we approve of their actions or their lifestyle or their decisions; and it most certainly does not require that they love us.”

When Jesus says love means obedience, he means that love is an action. We don’t obey out of fear of hell; we obey because we love God. Fr. Cusick writes on the internet: “There are many souls in the world who wonder why they find no happiness in going to Mass, in living a morally good life, by good works and faithfulness in prayer. All of these things must be done, but if the fire of God's own love is not present in them they will not bring joy, will fail to satisfy. What is needed is the fire of charity.”

To tie it all together, listen to what St. Basil says about love: "If we turn away from evil out of fear of punishment, we are in the position of slaves. If we pursue the enticement of wages, we resemble mercenaries. Finally if we obey for the sake of the good itself and out of love for him who commands, we are in the position of children.”

Children of a God who is love. That is true joy!

 


