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John 14:1-12

Have you tried GPS yet? It stands for Global Positioning System, and there are portable units you can buy for your car as well as the built-in versions in some fancier cars. You type in a location, and it will give you the turn-by-turn directions. It’s the 21st century version of a map.

A friend used one for a recent trip to visit family in Baltimore. “It told me to use a certain route, one that I usually did not take, so I chose to go the way I normally went. Turns out, that road was closed. I had to backtrack and take the route that the GPS recommended in the first place.”

He continues: “Once I got into Baltimore, I put in the address for the next location I needed. When I got into familiar territory, I didn’t use the route the GPS recommended and decided to go the way I remembered. It ended up taking twice as long as it would have if I had used the GPS route.”

So why did the guy spend over $400 on a GPS that he wasn’t going to pay any attention to anyway? I laughed at his story, all the while thinking, “What a waste of time and money!”

Are you wandering around without a GPS, the kind that tells you which direction to go in life? Should you look for a better job? Should you leave this drunken or drug-addicted or philandering spouse? Should you flip off that crazy driver behind you? Do you keep your kid in sixth grade at St. Pat’s even though he/she wants to play sports in the middle school? Do you come to GIFT today or just go home and kick back while you read the paper and have some lunch? By the way, the GIFT program is for EVERYONE in the parish—everyone means YOU! But I digress...

This life is a maze. You know what a maze is—a twisting, turning puzzle. If you take the wrong path, you will wind up in a dead end and you have to back up and try again. Even though mazes can be a lot of fun, they also can be frustrating when every turn seems to lead you down the wrong path.

Jesus says today, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Right there—we have our very own GPS! Easy to use, very portable, free, no battery required. Just type in, “I don’t know where I’m going, Lord. Can you lead me?” Then buckle up your seatbelt, and get ready for the ride of your life! 

