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John 20:19-31

Let’s pull out one phrase from this Gospel: “when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews.” We know why the disciples are hiding—they think they are facing the same cruel death that Jesus did. Their leader is gone; they are in danger; they’re huddled together, worried about their future...if they even have one! But those locked doors—they will save the disciples! Yeah, right.

You know about locked doors from past experience, don't you? Remember the old saying, “Locks only keep honest people honest”? Someone you know or even may you, yourself, has a car or house that was broken into even though the doors were locked tight. But the disciples feel safe behind their locked doors.

Doors keep people in and keep other people out. Sometimes we lock the doors to our heart if we have been hurt by someone we love. We don’t want to be hurt again, so we lock ourselves in and others out. We feel safe.

We lock doors to keep us inside our comfort zone. It’s easier to keep the pain we are familiar with than to face the fear of change. Sounds silly once you think about it—you’d rather keep the same pain rather than try something different just because you imagine it will be more painful. Maybe it would be less painful. But we don’t want to take the chance.

Rejection makes us lock doors. You have felt the sting of being ignored, of not feeling welcome, of saying “Hello” and getting no response. It’s enough to make you retreat because it’s not worth it to “put yourself out there” again. It took too much courage the first time.

Funny thing about the disciples and their locked doors—it doesn’t say anything about Jesus using the door to come in. Both times today Jesus “stood in their midst.” How did he get in?

Aw, come on...you know this one! He was there all the time! They just weren’t ready to see him! He told them over and over, “I am with you always.” You can’t trust your eyes when Jesus is around. You may not see him, but he is there with you. Lock every door you have. Lock your heart, your mind, your emotions. Jesus doesn’t need a door to come in. He is standing “in your midst.” Relax, and throw away your locks, your fears. Your Savior is here.

