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Matthew 17:1-9

Visualize yourself on that mountain with Jesus. You and he have walked for quite a while—the Gospel says it’s a “high mountain”—and you’re probably tired and thirsty. but instead of a picnic, the Lord has something else planned for you. He has a couple of friends he would like you to meet. And they’re not just any old friends. He knows people on the “A” List.

Before you is standing Moses and Elijah. Moses—the courageous Hebrew who led his people out of Egypt after 430 years of slavery. The man who saw the face of God and lived. The man who introduced the Ten Commandments, known/broken by millions and millions of people. The man who wandered with the Israelites in the desert for 40 years, who died before his feet reached the Promised Land. You’re looking at Moses!

And Elijah, arguably the greatest prophet in the Old Testament. Elijah raised the dead, brought fire down from the sky, and ascended into heaven on a whirlwind. Right in front of you—Elijah!

Peter, never one to keep his mouth shut, suggests he make three tents for Jesus and his visitors. God hardly lets him finish the sentence! He has something more important to say. He said it before, at Jesus’ baptism, but he wants to make sure these apostles know who they are dealing with. “This is my beloved Son. I really am proud of him! He’s going a great job. Listen to him!”

You’re scared to death. You’ve heard this statement twice now, and you are sure that God is speaking. You “get” it. You’re in the presence of greatness.

Thing is, you’re in the presence of greatness right now. No need to be on a high mountain. If you’re reading this in church, sure, you’re in the presence of greatness, but if you’re at home, that, too, is no less in God’s presence.

Recently in the Lenten small faith community on Tuesday nights, one of the members suggested that we practice always living in God’s presence. The mundane chores, driving to work, in the darkness of our bedroom at night—we can be more aware that God’s promise of “I will be with you always” is true and meant for us this minute.

It doesn’t take a mountain or a bright light or Moses and Elijah. All it takes is practice. Jesus is with you. You are in God’s presence at all times. Say, “Hey, Lord, I’m glad you’re here! Thanks so much! And while you’re here, I need help with this homework/child/spouse, boss/money problem. What would you do?”

He will answer, “You are my beloved son/daughter. I am SO proud of you! Now, listen to me…” Then listen!

