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John 4:5-42

This story of the Samaritan woman at the well is my third favorite story in the whole Bible. Her smart mouth and quick wits make me admire here even though she is despised by her neighbors and an unlikely messenger of the Messiah. Why? 

First of all, she’s a woman. Women were second-class citizens in first century Palestine. They had no voice, no power, no influence. The only class lower than women was slaves. Next, she was a Samaritan. No Jews interacted with Samaritans because they were so different. Thirdly, she was a promiscuous woman. Five husbands and living with another man? She was either very difficult to live with or she was very consistent in picking losers! She would have been a premier member of Match.com!

What I can’t figure out about this woman is why her neighbors listened to her after her encounter with the Lord. She “left her water jar and went into the town,” saying to the people that she had met a man who told her everything she had done. Well, that’s a gross overstatement—he just brought up her many husbands. Then, she asks, “Could he possibly be the Christ?”

The people followed this woman out of town to the well where Jesus sat. Many began to believe in him because of the woman’s testimony, many more because of what he said to them over the next two days.

The Samaritan villages had no reason to believe this person with three strikes against her, but they did. I think she got them with a question instead of a statement—could he be? not, “I found the Messiah!” Somehow this woman was completely changed by her meeting with Jesus—maybe her demeanor or her appearance or the passion in her voice convinced her townspeople. But the people saw enough to be curious, and their openness gave them great rewards.

You may be looking for something or someone, and you’re tired of the five husbands or the addiction or the debt or the fighting or the depression. And, you may be the most unlikely of messengers, but you are not less able to bring others to Christ than this Samaritan woman. All that is required is a willingness to be open, to be curious.

He’s waiting for you at the well.

