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Matthew 4:12-23

Over the past 20 months, I have asked parishioners to do different things—facilitate a GIFT table, start a new ministry, bake a casserole, do a reading, sing, be on a committee, stuff envelopes, set up tables for a meeting, organize an event. I get four kinds of responses:

1. “No.” This answer is short and sweet— I don’t bother to try and negotiate.

2. “I would love to help you, but I can’t do it because: a) I don’t know how, b) I don’t have time, c) I am not worthy.” They don’t want to hurt my feelings, so they give me excuses.

3. “Sure!” Then, they don’t show up.

4. “I’ll do whatever you need.” My favorite!

Sometimes I just can’t ask anymore, and I told my friend Kathy Boyle. She said, “Why are you asking? Just do what Sister Eileen does—tell them, ‘This is what you’re doing,’ and then they do it!” I told Sister what Kathy said, and she said, “That’s right!” Of course, Father Finnell always says Sister even tells God what to do!

Today, Jesus picked two sets of brothers and called them to follow him. In both cases, they dropped what they were doing and “immediately” followed him. To do what? They did not have any idea...unless becoming “fishers of men” made sense to them. What a puzzling job description!

What made Peter, Andrew, James, and John leave their full-time jobs and their families to follow a guy they just met, didn’t know anything about, and who never said anything about a salary, benefits, or vacation time? Here’s how Fr. Alex McAllister explains it in a homily: “Besides the attractiveness of Jesus’ personality, the first disciples suddenly have the insight that this man Jesus is the one who knows the answers to all their questions, the one who can help them to achieve a completely new perspective on life. This is why they leave everything and follow him. They suddenly understand that Jesus can give them the only thing worth having—knowledge of God.”

I don’t have all the answers, but I promise you this: if you say yes to God, you will never be the same. Remember that when I ask you to help.

