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Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

Three dreams. Three warnings. Joseph’s response? Again, silent obedience. How does he do it? I want what Joseph had so much! Such faith! Such courage! Such strength! You know it can’t be easy to travel from family and familiar surroundings to Egypt, the land of slavery for his Jewish ancestors. Then to move the whole crew back to Israel but not Judea because it wasn’t safe. All the way to Nazareth, where he may not have had family or business connections. Where he had to start all over again in business.

But I bet Joseph was well-liked wherever he went. Why? Because he was quiet. Quiet people are almost always likeable. They don’t feel the need to make their opinion known on every subject. They don’t announce every project they under take. They never boast about their accomplishments. They’re not complainers and whiners. What’s not to like?

And we know God really, really liked Joseph. He picked Joseph over every other man on earth to raise his Son. You know God wouldn’t trust the Second Person in the Trinity to just anyone. He had to be someone very special.

Everything Joseph did was God’s will. He sought God’s will, not by constantly asking, “What do you want me to do?” but by listening. He never wondered if he was doing the right thing.

If you examine Joseph and Mary’s early married life, you will see upheaval and uncertainty. Mary and Joseph are engaged; she is pregnant before their marriage; they must travel 75 miles to Bethlehem when Mary is due to give birth; the child is born in a stable, welcomed by shepherds and kings; they travel at least 200 miles to Egypt to avoid fatal violence against their family; then they finally end up in Nazareth. It was not an easy life for them; they had a lot to complain about. They didn’t.

I have a sign in my office from www.Flylady.net that has the word “Whining” with a big purple line through it. On the sign is Flylady’s motto: “You can do anything for 15 minutes...except WHINE!” 

Joseph and Mary, help me remember that whining never changes anything; quietly following God’s will changes everything.

