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Fourth Sunday in Advent, Year A


Matthew 1:18-24

What do you notice about St. Joseph in today’s Gospel? It’s one of the greatest, most amazing thing any one of us could do. Here is what I noticed: Joseph was silent. He never said a word. The biggest decision of his life—should he have his wife stoned for getting pregnant before they were married or divorce her?—and he’s silent. He even chooses to divorce her “quietly.” Probably the only time St. Joseph made noise was when he was working in the carpentry shop. There is no quiet way to pound nails or saw wood!

Why do I call being silent one of the greatest, most amazing things we could do? Because I couldn’t do it! I am nearly a compulsive talker. God probably puts his hands over his ears when he sees me getting ready to pray! Always talking, never listening enough. Last week, when I was working the ACT test, one of the kids asked me a question about the directions I just read. I had to re-read them! I wasn’t even listening to myself.

Joseph was a humble man from King David’s royal lineage, a compassionate caring man who chose “righteous” over “righteous indignation” when it came to taking Mary for his wife. He was a man of faith who took risks based on his angelic messengers, who protected his wife and son, who traveled to Jerusalem every year for Passover, who trusted God and respected his laws. But not once do we hear him speak throughout Scripture. 

St. Joseph got so many answers because he was silent. He had the really cool angel dream that explained what happened to Mary. He got a blessed family with a one-of-a-kind wife who probably treated him like a king, and an obedient, loving, wise son. He became the patron of the universal Church, fathers, carpenters, and social justice. Amazing.

I promise that for the rest of Advent, I won’t make a peep, just like Joseph. I’m going to listen, wait, and be patient and expectant, just like he was. Thank God there are only two days left in Advent!


