
Two times in today’s Gospel John says, “I did not know him” when he talks about Jesus. Say what? Of course, he knew him! John is the one who leapt in his mother’s womb when he heard Jesus’ mother speak. He was Jesus’ cousin; they probably played together as children. And he didn’t know him?

John is talking about a “double take,” a second look at the man he has known all his life. He used the evidence that God had given him: “Look for the one the Spirit points to—he’s the one I have sent!” The Spirit appeared immediately after John baptized Jesus, and that’s when John knew for sure that Jesus was the one sent by God.

John didn’t have an inkling about Jesus’ true purpose before that happened, but I think it’s amazing that he took the second look. We can know people all our lives, form opinions, and make judgments without ever really knowing them at all.

Over the past three months, this parish has held four funerals for some extraordinary women: Alice Riley, Mildred Fahey, Jeanne Garton, and Irene Gissy. I went to all four funerals, listened to the homilies and the eulogies, empathized with the families. Over the past 34 years I knew them from church or Catholic Daughters or from my work with the school. But it was through the words of their family or friends at the funerals that I really learned something personal about them.

I learned that all four had something in common—they were devoted, committed, and loving mothers. They were dedicated to their husbands and children, sacrificed much, and never failed to “be there” for their families. Of course, all had other accomplishments, but what I heard loud and clear was that motherhood was their priority. And it shows. Their families are strong in their Catholic faith, and they appreciate what their moms did for them. What a great testimony!

Alice, Mildred, Jeanne, and Irene were always tops in my book, but now that I have taken that second look, I respect them even more. I wish I could tell them that.

Don’t wait. Take a second look at the people around you. You may just learn something new.
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