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Luke 23:35-43

Today we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King with the story about the two thieves who were crucified with Jesus. While researching this passage, I found ​“The Arabic Gospel of the Infancy of the Savior,” which Wikipedia says is a sixth century account of Jesus’ early life. These stories are not substantiated and are considered legends, but they are, nevertheless, interesting. The Catholic Church does not recognize this story as true, so remember that as you read on.

This Arabic Gospel says that the Holy Family is fleeing to Egypt after Jesus’ birth and run into two robbers, Titus and Dumachus. Titus is uneasy about robbing this family and asks Dumachus to let them go unharmed. When Dumachus refuses, Titus offers him 40 drachmas as a bribe. Mary, realizing that Titus has saved their lives, says to him, “The Lord God will sustain you by His right hand, and will grant you remission of your sins.” The gospel continues, “And the Lord Jesus answered, and said to his mother: ‘Thirty years hence, O my mother, the Jews will crucify me at Jerusalem, and these two robbers will be raised upon the cross along with me, Titus on my right hand and Dumachus on my left; and after that day Titus shall go before me into Paradise.’” In other words, he had mercy on us; I will have mercy on him. There was no way that Titus could have remembered that the man on the cross next to him was the child he spared 30 years before. But there was no way Jesus would have forgotten. Kind of like goes around comes around, Jesus style.

You may be wondering why a thief was sentenced to one of the worst deaths in Roman times, crucifixion. Fr. Phil Bloom says thieves in Jesus’ day weren’t purse snatchers or pick pockets. He explains, “In Jesus' day, thieves hid in the hill country, living in caves, armed to the teeth with knives and clubs. They attacked travelers, beating them up, robbing them, and tossing them in a ditch to die. In the Parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus describes a man attacked by robbers. A thief in Jesus' day was no Robin Hood. He was feared and despised. The Romans gained public favor by bringing such people to justice.” So the thieves on either side of Jesus were probably wretched men, and it’s no surprise that one of them speaks so harshly to the Lord. He has no respect for anyone in authority, least of all a man claiming to be king and yet hanging on a cross.

But I would bet my life on this: if he had asked for mercy as the good thief did, there would be two thieves in Paradise today. That’s true mercy, offered to all of us.

