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Epiphany, Year A


Matthew 2:1-12

The Wise Men would have loved the internet! Just input that star into some astronomy software and then Mapquest it! So much easier that stopping by to talk to slimy King Herod. He was so insecure and shady. Can you imagine what would have happened if the Magi had returned to him with the Holy family’s location? We probably would be in a synagogue right now instead of a church.

What made the Magi from the East go looking for the newborn king? Their study of the stars told them that this person was so significant that his destiny was written in the night sky. And they did not question it when they did not find this important king in a castle full of servants, catering to his every need. Just a baby with Joseph and Mary, his parents, a carpenter and a stay-at-home mom. Do you think the Wise Men wondered a little bit? But they left their gifts anyway: gold, the international currency; frankincense, the expensive incense; and myrrh, the sweet-smelling resin from a shrub used for medical and burial purposes.

The Magi may have traveled more than 1,000 miles to see this king—a trip that could have taken up to 12 months by camel. No interstate, no DVD in the head rest, no Nintendo DS. Over rough terrain on a nasty camel—yuck. Plus, they had to go back another way to avoid running into Herod again, so you know it probably took even longer to get home. 

Why did these guys take two years out of their lives to do this crazy thing? There were significant rulers all over the place in those days, living in a lot nicer places, but, still, they persisted, and they found what they were looking for. And guess what? Nothing was as they expected.

Isn’t that just the way with us? We keep looking and looking for someone or something significant. It burns within us—that missing piece, the person or thing that will fulfill us. What does it for you? Shopping? Smoking (legal stuff or otherwise…)? The perfect car? The perfect man/woman? And when you get there, is it what you expected?

Maybe we should all jump on a camel today and start looking for that baby. I think the Magi had the right answer.

